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Getting the engine running
Teens work on antique engine during six-week program at The Bridge Teen Center, PAGE 4

Bob Steinmetz (left), 
Nick Carollo and Riley 
Bomberry (right) work 
on the engine of a Ford 
Model A Tuesday, Oct. 
18, during the Antique 
Ford Engine Workshop 
at The Bridge Teen 
Center in Orland Park. 
Steinmetz held the 
six-week workshop to 
teach children about the 
inner workings of motor 
vehicles. Bill Jones/22nd 
Century Media

Orland District 135 school Board demotes employee after promotion, PAGE 3

A Bee C 
Presbyterian Church 
of Orland Park hosts 
33rd annual spelling 
bee, PAGE 8

Pink 
differently 
More than 1,700 
people turn out for 
breast cancer walk, 
PAGE 5
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 Teens and members of A’s 
R Us, the Chicago chapter 
of the Model A Ford Club of 
America, worked Tuesday, 
Oct. 18, on reassembling the 
engine of an original antique 
Ford chassis at The Bridge 
Teen Center in Orland Park.

Members of the A’s R Us 
began the antique Ford en-
gine workshop to teach the 
next generation about the 
mechanics of 1928-1931 
Fords.

Bob Steinmetz, an A’s R 
Us member, said he got the 
idea for the workshop during 

an event this summer with 
The Bridge Teen Center.

At the event, Steinmetz 
drove teens in his Model A 
Ford. Throughout the drive, 
teens asked him how various 
parts of the car worked.

“I saw an opportunity,” 
Steinmetz said.

He worked with his son 
Rob Steinmetz, who works 
at The Bridge Teen Center, to 
set up the workshop.

Bob Steinmetz owns six 
Model A Fords and donated 
the engine for teens to work 
on.

“I wanted them to under-
stand what happens when 
they turn a key,” Steinmetz 

said.
At the first meeting Tues-

day, Sept. 20, Steinmetz 
drove the chassis around to 
show teens that the engine 
worked before they began 
disassembling it.

Each week, Steinmetz, 
Ken Chamis and Wally 
Ekstrom worked on the en-
gine with teens and taught 
them technical terms associ-
ated with it.

Naledge Killins, 12, of 
Crestwood said he liked the 
workshop because it was 
hands-on.

“I like getting my hands 
dirty,” he said.

Riley Bomberry, 12, of 

Crestwood agreed. 
“I just like working on it 

and learning the different 
parts,” he said.

On Tuesday, Oct. 25, the 
group planned to reinstall the 
engine in the chassis to see if 
it would run.

Nick Carrollo, 13, of Or-
land Park said he saw the 
chassis driven before it was 
taken apart and is looking 
forward to Oct. 25

“It’s pretty neat to see what 
a car looks like before and af-
ter,” he said.

For more information on 
The Bridge Teen Center, call 
(708) 532-0500 or visit www.
thebridgeteencenter.org.

Kristen Thometz, Assistant 
Editor

 Classrooms come alive in 
the STEM Learning Center at 
St. Xavier University in Or-
land Park.

Students learn about sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics by do-
ing hands-on activities, such 
as dissecting a frog using an 
iPad. 

Julie Reinhart, co-coor-

Bridge Teen Center gets engine running

John Wagner (left) and Nick Carollo (center) watch as Bob 
Steinmetz searches for a hole on a Ford Model A Thursday, 
Oct. 18, during the Antique Ford Engine Workshop at The 
Bridge Teen Center in Orland Park. Bill Jones/22nd Century 
Media

St. Xavier opens state-of-the-art learning center SXU STEM Center to host 
Solar Car Competition
The STEM center is 

having a competition for 

students to build their 

own solar-powered cars. 

Teams of two-three stu-

dents and one teacher/

advisor will design and 

build a solar-powered car 

using kits provided by 

the STEM Center. 

The cars will then 

compete to see which 

car travels 4 feet the 

fastest. There will be 

two competitions. One 

competition will be for 

students in fifth and 

sixth grades and one 

for students in seventh 

and eighth grades. The 

competitions will be 5-9 

p.m. Friday, Dec. 2, and 

9-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 3, at 18230 Orland 

Parkway in Orland Park.  

To sign up, send your 

name, school, email and 

daytime phone num-

ber to lundin@sxu.edu. 

Spaces are limited.

dinator of the STEM center, 
said the center will “get the 
next generation excited about 
science and math.”

The STEM center is de-
signed to increase teachers’ 
knowledge in the areas of sci-
ence, technology, engineer-
ing and mathematics. The 
center also provides teachers 
with interactive lesson plans.

At the STEM center’s 
grand opening Tuesday, Oct. 
18, Reinhart demonstrated 
how an iPad can be used to 
show the effects of an earth-
quake. Two miniature build-
ings were placed on either 
side of an iPad on a shake 
board. Reinhart used an app 
that allowed her to measure 
the earthquake activity as she 
shook the board.

A lot of people don’t re-
alize they already have the 
technology for this type of 
experiment, Reinhart said. 

“It’s in your smart phone,” 
she said.

U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert (R-
13) toured the STEM center 
Oct. 18.

Biggert is a senior member 
on the House Education and 

the Workforce Committee 
and the Space, Science and 
Technology Committee.

Biggert has been a long-time 
supporter of STEM education 
and helped St. Xavier secure 
federal funds for the STEM 
Learning Center in 2009.

“Our high-tech economy 
demands that our students 
have superior math and sci-
ence skills,” Biggert said.

Biggert said the United 
States currently ranks 28th in 
the world for science educa-

tion, but STEM education 
is “really going to turn that 
around.”

During her visit, Biggert 
watched a roller coaster math 
demonstration, which used 
an iPad to measure the ve-
locity of a miniature roller 
coaster.

“The STEM Education 
Center offers quality STEM 
training to teachers at every 
grade level, from preschool 

STEM Educator Suzanne Snaidauf (right) demonstrates an 
earthquake activity for U.S. Rep. Judy Biggert (R-13) during 
a tour of the new STEM facility at St. Xavier University’s Or-
land Park Campus Tuesday, Oct. 18. Heather Warthen/22nd 
Century Media
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