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Lockport, 
Cedar Ridge  

$289,900

 Homer Glen,
Hidden Valley Estates

Open Sunday November 6th 2pm – 4pm

Homer Glen,
Hidden Valley Estates

Open Sunday November 6th 2pm – 4pm

Homer Glen,
Hidden Valley Estates

Open Sunday November 6th 2pm – 4pm

Homer Glen,
Hidden Valley Estates

Open Sunday November 6th 2pm – 4pm

New Lenox,
Wellington

 $334,900

Frankfort, 
Settlers Pond

$254,000
 

Tinley Park,
Avondale Lakes

$340,000

 Orland Park,
 Downtown

$449,900

Mokena,
 Prairie Ridge

$439,900

Buying or Selling?Buying or Selling?

Call Mike McCatty & AssociatesCall Mike McCatty & Associates
708-945-2121 P ro-Team

The #1 2010 & 2011 Closing Agent for Combined Orland, Palos, Lemont, Lockport, 
Homer Glen, Tinley, Frankfort, Mokena and New Lenox

SOLD
!

Senator outlines bill, promotes 

public-private partnerships

Bill Jones, Contributing Editor

Guests at a recent Southland Chamber of 
Commerce luncheon got a chance to see how 
one of their representatives plans to revive the 
transportation sector of the economy — and re-
ceived a history lesson on Illinois in the process.

U.S. Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Highland Park) was 
the special guest speaker on Monday, Oct. 24, 
at the Tinley Park Convention Center, 18451 
Convention Center Drive in Tinley Park. Kirk 
used his time there to discuss a Senate bill he 
introduced called the Lincoln Legacy Infra-
structure Development Act of 2011, using a 
PowerPoint presentation he called “The Ugly, 
the Bad and the Good.”

Kirk said his proposed act could “unlock” 
$100 billion for what he called “the heart and 
soul of our state’s economy”: transportation. 
Using the Transcontinental Railway Act of 1862 
— what he called the third most notable ac-
complishment of President Abraham Lincoln’s 
administration — as an example, Kirk touted 
public-private partnerships as the way of the fu-
ture in terms of economic development.

“It recovers our own heritage as citizens of 
Illinois,” Kirk told the crowd, noting it would 
require knocking down some barriers to get 
the job done. “I’m breaking a lot of china in a 
lot of the proposal here.”

The bill proposed by Kirk would remove 
federal restrictions on public-private partner-
ships, opening the door for private investment 
in the development and redevelopment of 

Heather Warthen, Editor

Joining afterschool pro-
grams not only across the 
State of Illinois, but across 
the country as well, the 
Bridge Teen Center and 
JCPenney in Orland Square 
Mall recently teamed up to 
celebrate “Lights On After-
school Day” Thursday, Oct. 
20.

The Oct. 20 celebration 
was part of the Afterschool 
Alliance’s 12th annual na-
tional rally for afterschool 
programs. The Bridge Teen 
Center Founder and Execu-
tive Director Priscilla Stein-
metz was recently named an 
ambassador for Afterschool 
Alliance. Steinmetz said 
that nationwide there were 
more than 7,500 events go-
ing on to celebrate and this 
was a good opportunity for 

them to let people know 
about the organization.

The Orland Park event 
featured a performance 
by Sandburg student and 
Bridge Teen Center mem-
ber Athena Tapia, as well 
as free Chick-fil-A chicken 
sandwiches and an appear-
ance by the famous Chick-

fil-A cow. The one-hour 
event also featured T-shirt 
giveaways of “Lights on 
Afterschool” T-shirts and 
other prizes.

For more information on 
The Bridge Teen Center, 
call (708) 532-0500 or visit 
www.thebridgeteencenter.
org.

The Bridge Teen Center, JCPenney 
celebrates Lights On Afterschool

Sandburg senior and Bridge Teen Center member Athe-
na Tapia performs during the “Lights On Afterschool 
Day” held at JCPenney in Orland Square Mall. Heather 
Warthen/22nd Century Media

Kirk talks Lincoln legacy at chamber luncheon

Kristi DeLaurentiis (left) of the Metropolitan 
Planning Council discusses the passage of 
public-private partnership legislation with U.S. 
Sen. Mark Kirk (R-Highland Park) Monday, Oct. 
24, after a Southland Chamber of Commerce 
luncheon at the Tinley Park Convention Cen-
ter. Bill Jones/22nd Century Media
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www.steamagic.com

SteaMagic is Dedicated to Providing Quality Cleaning & Friendly Customer Service at a Modest Price. 

708.460.8600

CARPET, 
UPHOLSTERY 
& AIR DUCT 
CLEANING

ANY ROOM

$20.00
2 Room Minimum

L Shaped & Great Rooms 
Considered 2 Rooms. 
Expires 11/10/11 TP

$99.95
Whole House Deep Clean 

Any 6 Rooms

L Shaped & Great Rooms 
Considered 2 Rooms. 
Expires 11/10/11 TP

• Single furnace home • Return vents 
& main unites included • Antibacterial 

sanitizer & sealer available. 
Expires 11/10/11 TP

Velvet material and extra 
cushion slightly higher.
Expires 11/10/11 TP

PREMIUM SPECIAL AIR DUCT CLEANING UPHOLSTERY SPECIAL

$99.95
Whole House Duct Clean 

Unlimited Registers

CERTIFIED

3 Cushion Sofa
2 Cushion Loveseat
Average Chair
Best Buy: All 3 Pieces 

$45
$40
$20
$95

Staff Report

Hundreds of Parkview Christian Church 
members arriving for Saturday services at 
the Orland Park facility Oct. 8 left bags of 
groceries on their cars to help stock the food 
pantry at Together We Cope in Tinley Park. 

The 1,800 pounds of food was picked up 
by TWC volunteers and loaded into a truck 
while the church service continued.

“The Parkview congregation has done 
this several times for us,” said Carol Ettema, 
TWC food pantry director. “Members of this 
church are generous and very supportive of 
our mission to assist south suburban families 
in temporary crisis. Their sense of sharing is 
an inspiration to us at Together We Cope.”

The Murukas and Reynolds families of 
Bourbonnais arrived in two vehicles with 
half-a-dozen children, and left bags of gro-
ceries in front of each car. The Kaner fam-
ily of Chicago left food and said they were 
happy to be in a position to help. 

Volunteer Paige Cooper of Orland Park 
hustled up and down the rows of parked cars, 
picking up the bags and boxes of food. It was 
hard work, but she found it fun. 

“I like helping out,” she said. “My brother 
is working the other side of the parking lot.”

Ettema described the steadily increasing 
demands on TWC’s food pantry. 

“This recession might be officially over, 
but families all over the south suburbs are 
still hurting,” she said. “People who’ve nev-
er before asked for help are coming to our 
pantry in order to feed their families. We rely 
greatly on the generosity of people like the 
Parkview congregation.”

Paige Cooper of Orland Park collects 
groceries left on cars in the parking lot of 
Parkview Christian Church. The food was 
donated to the pantry at Together We Cope. 
Photo Submitted

Church parking lot donations 
benefit Together We Cope

Heather Warthen, Contributing Editor

Joining afterschool programs not only 
across the State of Illinois, but across the 
country as well, the Bridge Teen Center and 
JCPenney in Orland Square Mall recently 
teamed up to celebrate “Lights On After-
school Day” Thursday, Oct. 20.

The Oct. 20 celebration was part of the 
Afterschool Alliance’s 12th annual national 
rally for afterschool programs. The Bridge 
Teen Center Founder and Executive Director 
Priscilla Steinmetz was recently named an 
ambassador for Afterschool Alliance. Stein-
metz said that nationwide there were more 
than 7,500 events to celebrate and this was 
a good opportunity for them to let people 

know about the organization.
The Orland Park event featured a per-

formance by Sandburg student and Bridge 
Teen Center member Athena Tapia, as well 
as free Chick-fil-A chicken sandwiches and 
an appearance by the famous Chick-fil-A 
cow. The one-hour event also featured T-
shirt giveaways of “Lights on Afterschool” 
T-shirts and other prizes. 

Tinley Park residents Kathryn Barnes, 
Cody Kush, Ryan Giovanni and Amber 
Holup were among those who attended the 
event.

For more information on The Bridge Teen 
Center, call (708) 532-0500 or visit www.
thebridgeteencenter.org.

The Bridge Teen Center Founder and Executive Director Priscilla Steinmetz (left) smiles 
with Bridge Teen Center members (left to right, back row) Kathryn Barnes of Tinley Park, 
Cody Kush of Tinley Park and Chris Haines of Oak Forest; (front row) Emily Cooper of Oak 
Forest, Ryan Giovanni of Tinley Park and Amber Holup of Tinley Park at the “Lights On 
Afterschool Day” event in Orland Park. Heather Warthen/22nd Century Media

The Bridge Teen Center, JCPenney 
celebrates Lights On Afterschool

PCHS took many steps to promote aware-
ness for its students. At the beginning of the 
week, guidance department aides distributed 
red wristbands to the entire student body, 

while Student Council members tied red rib-
bons to all car antennas in the school’s park-
ing lot to provide visual reminders to the 
entire community. The Augustinian Youth 
Ministry members staffed an educational 
display table in the cafeteria throughout the 
week where students were encouraged to 
take publications regarding the dangers of 
unhealthy drug use.  Midweek, all students, 
faculty and staff were encouraged to wear 
red to display their stand against the illegal 
use of drugs and alcohol. Furthermore, doz-
ens of anti-drug and alcohol posters were 
created by students in their Health classes 
and placed throughout the school.

DePaul University
Tinley residents enroll at DePaul

Tinley Park residents Ryan Gillespie, Sean 
McSwain and Sean Witry have enrolled as 
freshmen at DePaul University. With more 
than 25,000 students, DePaul University is the 
largest Catholic university in the United States

School News is compiled by Tinley Junction  
editor Michael Gilbert.
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Providence Catholic High School junior 
Morgan Kulpinski (left), of Tinley Park, and 
sophomore Paige Gorecki of Homer Glen 
provide drug and alcohol awareness litera-
ture to their peers during their lunch period 
during Red Ribbon Week. Photo Submitted
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