
4  |  May 31, 2012  |  The orland park prairie  	 	 opprairie.comnews

Village Board 

Village board hosts student government day
Kristen Thometz, Assistant 
Editor

On Monday, May 21, the 
Village of Orland Park’s Vil-
lage Hall was filled with 17 
fresh faces as students dis-
cussed Village issues dur-
ing the Student Government 
Day Board of Trustees meet-
ing.

“We had a great response 
in the kinds of essays sent in 
and these guys were picked 
from a panel of judges,” 
Mayor Dan McLaughlin 
said in his opening remarks, 
adding chairmen from ad-
visory boards and commit-
tees served as judges. “They 
picked these 17 students as 
[having] the best essays, 
so we want to congratulate 
them on the great job they 

did.”
Items discussed and voted 

on during the students’ board 
meeting included agenda 
items that have already been 
voted on and discussed by 
the Village board of trust-
ees, according to Nicole Al-
Khouri, who served as the 
Village attorney.

After the calling of the 
role, the presentation of the 
colors was performed by Or-
land Park Boy Scout Troop 
383 and Orland Park Girl 
Scout Troops 60559 and 
1112.

During the meeting stu-
dents discussed and voted on 
a number of items, including 
an ordinance to install a stop 
sign, results from a Village-
wide survey on early voting, 
the 2012 PetSafe Bark for 

Your Park contest and the 
budget for 2012, which was 
voted against by the entire 
board.

“What will [the Village] 

do without a budget?” asked 

Seventh-grader Dennis McCarthy (right), who served as 
Chief of Police, speaks with Orland Park Chief of Police 
Timothy McCarthy before the Student Government Day 
board meeting on Monday, May 21. Kristen Thometz/22nd 
Century Media

ROUND IT UP
• Mayor McLaughlin presented Carl Sandburg High 

School senior Ashley Fox with a community pride award 

during the board of trustees meeting. Fox was honored 

for her artistic work and receiving the National Gold 

Medal in the Scholastic Art & Writing Awards. On May 

31, she will be honored at a ceremony at Carnegie Hall.

• Trustees approved the payment of $8,309.81 to the 

American Cancer Society from the proceeds of the 

2012 Chefs’ Auction held on Feb. 16, 2012. The live 

auction raised $7,050 from six restaurant packages 

was paid directly to the American Cancer Society at the 

event.

• Sandburg Debate team members Josh Skwarczyk 

and Megan VonBorstel received community pride 

awards for being named the IHSA Public Forum Debate 

State Championship Team. VonBorstel was chosen as 

the top speaker in the state. The duo have qualified 

to compete in the 2012 Grand National Debate 

Tournament, which was held over Memorial Day 

weekend in Baltimore, Md.

Bridge Teen Center celebrates two-year anniversary
Heather Warthen, Editor

Looking back, the Bridge 
Teen Center Founder and 
Executive Director Priscilla 
Steinmetz said it’s sometimes 
hard to believe they’ve made 
it two years.

“We are close to 1,200 
new, different students that 
have come in,” she said. 
“It’s overwhelming in a good 
way.”

Steinmetz, who cofounded 
the center with her husband, 
Rob, said that when they be-
gan to build the center, they 
got in touch with students 
about the design.

“We had help from stu-
dents to design the Bridge 
and its working,” she said. 

On Saturday, May 19, the 
center marked its second an-
niversary in Orland Park with 
a community open house. 
The event featured a cupcake 

demo led by student Athena 
Tapia, free barbecue from 
Famous Dave’s, free gelato 
from Nonna’s and a perfor-
mance by student band Sugar 
Rush.

Also released at the open 
house was the Bridge’s sum-
mer program lineup which is 
organized into five “buckets” 
— mind and body, everyday 
life, community connections, 
education support and ex-
pressive arts. The free pro-
grams range from learning 
how to make hamburgers for 
Father’s Day and landscape 
painting to learning what its 
like to be a pediatrician and 
how to change the oil in a car.

“People are always say-
ing, ‘Wow, this is free?’” 
Steinmetz said. “Yes, the pro-
grams are free. The Bridge is 
built by the community for 
the community.

Both parents and students 

give the Bridge high marks 
when it comes offering teens 
a place they can call their 
own.

“I feel grateful and thank-
ful that there is a safe place 
that I can drop my child 
off and they’re just not let 
loose,” said April Holup of 
Tinley Park, who recently 
wrote a letter thanking the 
Bridge. “Because my daugh-
ter’s morals and values were 
different, she was afraid to 
show and express them until 
she came here. 

“This place makes her feel 
wanted and loved and she’s 
not afraid to let those things 
out now. I’ve seen her be-
come more confident and 
she’s grown so much.”

Friends Allison Smyth and 
Lauren Frankenbach played 
a game of ping pong at the 
open house. 

The Bridge Teen Center 
co-founders Rob (left) and 
Priscilla Steinmetz smile for 
a photo near the entrance to 
the center’s Garage venue 
Saturday, May 19, during 
the community open house. 
Heather Warthen/ 22nd 
Century MediaPlease see anniversary, 18

Please see village, 22
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Sandburg seniors awarded Andrew Family Foundation Scholarship
Staff Report

Sandburg high school 
seniors Matthew Veldman 
and Emily Mueller have 
been named the 2012 re-
cipients of the Andrew Fam-
ily Foundation Scholarship. 
Edie Andrew presented the 
students with their awards 
and $20,000 in scholarship 
money at the Senior Schol-
arship Night on May 10, at 
Sandburg. 

The Andrew Family 
Foundation Scholarship was 
established at Carl Sand-
burg High School in 1998 
to recognize one outstand-
ing young man and young 

woman in the senior class. 
These students must be rec-
ognized leaders in scholas-
tic, athletic, co-curricular, 
and civic endeavors, as well 
as students who serve as role 
models for their high school 
peers and who will most 
likely continue to be role 
models during college and 
throughout their lives.

Pictured are Edith Andrew 
(middle) and Andrew 
Foundation scholarship 
recipients Matthew Veldman 
and Emily Mueller at Senior 
Scholarship Night May 10 at 
Sandburg.  Photo Submitted

Police Reports
May 4
• Rebecca L. Sheehan, 32, 
10 Golf View Lane, Frank-
fort, was cited for retail theft 
by police after she tried to 
take a $65 pair of sunglasses 
from Carson Pirie Scott, 4 
Orland Square Drive, at 5:55 
p.m.
• At 11:53 p.m., police con-
ducted a traffic stop near 
143rd Street and Southwest 
Highway. Deborah A. Ma-
tyasec, 60, 1128 79th St., 
Darien, was charged with 
DUI, driving on the wrong 

side of the road and no proof 
of insurance.

May 5
• Police responded to a re-
tail theft call at 2:20 p.m. 
at Carson Pirie Scott, 4 Or-
land Square Drive. Brittany 
S. Abrons, 19, 201 Devey 
Ave., Michigan City, Ind., 
was charged with retail theft 
for taking $272.22 worth of 
items.
• At 6:35 p.m., police re-
sponded to a retail theft 
call at Jewel-Osco, 9350 
W. 159th St. Hollis D. An-
derson, 59, 15224 7th Ave., 
Phoenix, had taken two 
packages of rib eye steaks 
worth $24 without paying. 
He was cited for retail theft.

May 6
• Police conducted a traf-
fic stop at 2:19 a.m. in the 
14100 block of LaGrange 
Road. Christian H. Acos-
ta, 20, 204 Memory Lane, 
Westmont, was cited for un-
lawful consumption of alco-
hol by a minor and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. 
Nicholas A. Iorfida, 20, 178 
Northgate Road, Riverside, 
was cited for possession of 
cannabis and possession of 
drug paraphernalia. Nicho-

las R. O’Connell, 20, 6648 
Snug Harbor Drive, Willow-
brook, was cited for unlaw-
ful consumption of alcohol 
by a minor.
• Jose M. Rosales, 30, 4850 
W. 29th St., Cicero, was 
charged with unlawful pos-
session of cocaine in the 
8800 block of 143rd Street 
at 9:03 a.m.
• At 1:30 p.m., police re-
sponded to a retail theft 
call from Express, 724 Or-
land Square Drive. Robert 
Goodman, 44, 14139 West-
ern Ave., Blue Island, was 
charged with retail theft for 
taking $324.74 worth of 
polo shirts and shorts.

May 11
• Michael K. Domagalski, 
27, 18100 Rita Road, Tinley 
Park, was charged with DUI 
and speeding by police at 
1:16 a.m. in the 16200 block 
of LaGrange Road.

May 14
• Police responded to a de-
ceptive practice in progress 
at 4 p.m. at Chase Bank, 
15100 S. LaGrange Road. 
Juan I. Sanchez, 26, 9104 
Lincoln Court, Orland Park, 
was charged with felony 
forgery for trying open an 

account with a fake driver’s 
license and social security 
card.
• Police conducted a traffic 
stop at 7:51 p.m. in the 14200 
block of John Humphrey 
Drive. Shaun A. Maglaya, 
26, 8324 Bromley St., Or-
land Park, was charged with 
possession of a controlled 
substance, failure to wear a 
seatbelt, expired driver’s li-
cense and unlawful transpor-
tation of alcoholic liquor.

May 15
• At 7:47 p.m., police con-
ducted a traffic stop in the 
7400 block of 143rd Street. 
Ashraf A. Rafati, 35, 15213 
73rd Ave., Orland Park, was 
cited for possession of can-
nabis.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Orland 
Park Prairie’s Police Reports 
are compiled from official 
reports found on file at the 
Orland Park Police headquar-
ters in Orland Park or releases 
issued by the department and 
other agencies. Individuals 
named in these reports are con-
sidered innocent of all charges 
until proven guilty in a court 
of law.

photo submitted

Congratulations!
Lauren Miller and John Skarupa, both of Orland Park, are 

engaged to be married. 

Lauren is the daughter of Susan and Renick Miller.

John is the son of Tammy Miller and John Skarupa.

Lauren is a 2005 graduate of Carl Sandburg High School 

and is working as a chiropractic assistant.

John is a 2004 graduate of Andrew High School and is 

currently working as a building engineer.

The happy couple will be married on June 8 in the Grand 

Bahama Island and will reside in Bolingbrook.

Make a FREE announcement in The Orland Park Prairie. We will 
publish birth, birthday, military, engagement, wedding and an-
niversary announcements free of charge. Announcements are due 
the Thursday before publication. To make an announcement, email 
heather@opprairie.com.

“I think it’s fun, and I like 
to come and hang out with 
my friends,” Smyth said.

“I really like seeing and 
meeting new people,” Fran-
kenbach added.

Smyth’s mother, Judy, said 
that the Bridge gives teens a 
sense of independence in a 
safe environment.

“It feels almost like they are 
out, but in a protected environ-
ment,” she said. “It’s a well-
run and nice program they 
have here. I’ve never felt un-
safe having them come here.”

Depending on how fundrais-
ing goes, the Bridge is look-
ing into opening on Saturday 
nights for senior high students 
only. Steinmetz also said that 
there are plans for expansion 
as well, possibly opening up a 
satellite site somewhere in the 
southwest suburbs.

“The big thing is this not a 
place to students to be, but a 

place for students to become 
and we’re seeing it,” she said.

And when it comes full cir-
cle, Steinmetz said it makes 
all the difference.

“You see a student that 
comes in with a low self-im-
age and you see them a year 
later and how much they have 
blossomed,” she said. “It’s just 
amazing to hear from parents 
about how you made a differ-
ence in their child’s life.”

Because the Bridge is a 
nonprofit community center, 
donations are accepted. Cur-
rent items on the wish list 
include gas cards, hand soap 
and glass cleaner, among oth-
er items. For more informa-
tion on donations, call (708) 
532-0500. A wish list for the 
center is also available at 
www.amazon.com.

The Bridge Teen Center 
is located at 15555 S. 71st 
Court in Orland Park.

For more information, call 
(708) 532-0500 or visit www.
thebridgeteencenter.org.
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Announcements

Are you listing your 
real estate property? 
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