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Showin’ support Orland baseball team shaves 
heads to support Orland boy, PAGE 4

Who won? Check out the Orland Park winner of 
22CM’s Vacation Photo Contest, PAGES 27-28

Pictured is one of the vintage gas pumps 
inside The Bridge Teen Center’s new addition, 
The Garage. The teen center hosted an open 
house to unveil the new addition on Saturday, 
May 14. Heather Warthen/22nd Century Media

INSIDE: Looking for fun this summer? Check out 22CM’s Summer Fun Guide

The Bridge Teen Center 

expands, unveils The 

Garage | PAGE 5
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Advertise your rental property in the 
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We salute the Employees of Alden Estates of
Orland Park for achieving a Deficiency-Free
annual survey from the Illinois Department of
Public Health. Their dedication to the safety and
exceptional care of our residents exemplifies the
Alden comittment to quality patient care.

THANK

YOU!

�

�
ALDEN ESTATES OF ORLAND PARK
Rehabilitation and Health Care Center

16450 South 97th Avenue, Orland Park • 708-403-6500

 

 FREE removal & installation
 FREE 15 year sealer
 FREE in-home estimate
 FREE design consultation
 FREE layout of your stone

 with production team

Plant/Slab/Showroom

3225 Louis Sherman Drive
Steger, Illinois 60475
TEL: (708) 755-5200
FAX: (708) 755-8600

Showroom

19852 S. LaGrange Road
Mokena, Illinois 60448

TEL: (708) 478-1402
FAX: (708) 478-2187

Showroom

437 West Ogden Avenue
Clarendon Hills, IL 60514

TEL: (630) 325-5222
FAX: (630) 325-5245www.ttsgranite.com

Spring Sale!Spring Sale!Spring Sale!
FROM MEASURE TO INSTALL IN 7 DAYS!

Remodel Your Kitchen or 
Bath with TTS Granite

Heather Warthen, Editor

The Bridge Teen Center unveiled its new 
2,400-square-foot expansion, The Garage, 
to the public Saturday, May 14 — and it’s 
certainly far from a typical garage.

Priscilla Steinmetz, the center’s  execu-
tive director and co-founder, said the name 
for the new addition came from where most 
bands start out: the garage. Live perfor-
mances will happen on the stage, which 
has an actual Volkswagen Beetle crashing 
through the back of it.

“[Co-founder Rob Steinmetz’s] dad is 
a car collector and restores them, so it’s  
in his blood,” Priscilla said. “We wanted 
to create a cool venue for young people. 
The name, The Garage, makes it a little bit 
cooler.”

The new space doubled the size of the 
teen center, which opened last June. The 
new space increases the occupancy from 49 
people to more than 175.

The expansion was built by volunteers, 
and construction materials were donated. 
Home Depot in Orland Park provided a 
$15,000 grant to cover the costs. Michael 
Lunford of Lunford Construction was the 
volunteer general contractor on the project.

Rob Steinmetz estimated attendance to 
be a couple of hundred people between a 
ribbon cutting for key volunteers and do-
nors on Friday, May 13, and Saturday’s 
open house.

“We hope to have 400 to 500 people 

The Garage’s Summer Concert Series
The following concerts will be offered 

free for students in seventh through 

12th grades. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. 

for all shows. For more information, call 

(708) 532-0500 or visit www.thebridge 

teencenter.org.

Friday, June 3 - Summer Kickoff
Made Avail (pop, rock, indie), Icon For 

Hire (rock)

Friday, June 17
Philmont (power pop), Jay Hughes 

(acoustic)

Friday, July 1
Makeshift (blues, reggae, rock), M.G. 

Bailey (one-man band)

Friday, July 8
Sean Lea with Corey Martin from The 

Radiance Effect (acoustic night)

Friday, July 15
Me In Motion (pop), Kenya (R&B, soul)

Friday, July 22
Sick of the Day (pop, rock, acoustic)

Friday, July 29
TBA, Christal Luster (folk, R&B)

Friday, Aug. 12
The Aaron Williams Band (rock, jam, 

acoustic), Sweet Deal (jazz, funk), Dead 

Split Egos (punk)

Friday, Aug. 26 - Back-to-School Night
The Heights (rock, blues), The Lemming 

Band (alternative rock)

The Bridge Teen Center 
unveils new addition

New Lenox resi-
dents (left to right) 
Paige Batinich, 
Taylor Kross and 
Alena Batinich 
check out the sum-
mer program guide 
at The Bridge Teen 
Center. The three 
girls attended the 
open house for 
the center’s new 
addition, The Ga-
rage, on Saturday, 
May 14. Heather 
Warthen/22nd Cen-
tury Media

Please see BRIDGE, 25
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From the Editor

The Orland 
Park Prairie

Sound Off Policy
The Orland Park Prairie en-
courages readers to write let-
ters to Sound Off. All letters 
must be signed by the author 
and names and hometowns 
will be published. We also 
ask that writers include their 
address and phone number 
to verify information, which 
will not be published. Letters 
should be limited to 400 
words or less. The Orland Park 
Prairie reserves the right to 
edit letters that are submitted. 
Letters become property of 
The Orland Park Prairie. Let-
ters that appear in Sound Off 
do not reflect the thoughts 
and views of the staff at The 
Orland Park Prairie. Letters 
can be mailed to: The Orland 
Park Prairie, 11516 West 
183rd Street, Unit SW Of-
fice Condo #3, Orland Park, 
Illinois, 60467. Fax letters to 
(708) 326-9179 or e-mail to 
heather@opprairie.com.

www.opprairie.com

“Pizza power. I would 

zap people and 

make them pizza, 

and then I would eat 

them.”

—Alex Koscielski

“Bacon power. Zap 

anything and it turns 

to bacon.”

—Chloe Koscielski

“Probably be invis-

ible, for obvious 

reasons.”

—Sarah Auskalnis

“I think I would fly, 

so I can visit all the 

countries, maybe 

outer space.”

—Rabia Ahsan

We went to the Orland Park Public Library and asked,

“If you could have any super power, what would it be and why?”

The greatest lesson I’ve 
learned from my dad is ...

reader poll results
Do you think you will utilize Orland Park’s Stay & Play 

Club this summer?

31%
YES. I already spend 
a lot of time in Or-

land Park, using the 
amenities paid for 
by our tax dollars, 
and this sounds like 
a great way to keep 
up with the events 
and great deals in 

the village.

15%
YES. I generally 
don’t use Orland 

Park’s amenities as 
much as I should, 

but times are getting 
tight and this seems 
like a great way to 
get more bang for 

my buck.

8%
NO. I have lots of 

money, and plan on 
traveling and doing 
things outside of the 
village this summer. 
I spend the rest of 
the year here, so I 

want to go on a real 
vacation.

46%
NO. I will likely still 

do many things 
in the village this 

summer, but I don’t 
need my name on a 
list of extra emails 
to tell me what’s 

going on.

Vote online at opprairie.com

When I sat down to 
think about this, it 
was much easier 

than I thought. 
In honor of our latest 

contest for Father’s Day — 
an essay contest outlining 
the greatest lessons learned 
from dad — I thought I’d 
share a handful of lessons 
with readers about what my 
father has taught me.

My dad definitely taught 
me one of the greatest les-
sons of not only following 
directions, but also improv-
ing my listening skills.

As I was learning to drive 
at the age of 15, my dad 
took me to an empty park-
ing lot so I could practice 
my driving skills. As I 
prepared to make a turn that 
he wasn’t too pleased with, 

he yelled, “Stop.”
Being the teenager that I 

was, I ignored this instruc-
tion and completed my left-
hand turn. I think my dad’s 
face was a mix of red and 
purple as I was told, “When 
I say stop, that means stop.” 

Needless to say, my mom 
braved it and filled in as driv-
ing instructor extraordinaire 
until I got my license. There 
were a couple of times where 
I may have endangered our 
lives, but we’re both still here 
today to talk about it.

Another great lesson my 
father has taught me is to 
have a sense of humor. I 
can’t believe I’m actually 
going to admit it here, in 
print, but my dad is a pretty 
funny guy. Yes, the jokes 
may be corny at times, but 
sometimes you just need 
to relax and have a laugh. 
Corny jokes are synony-
mous with any father.

Most importantly, my dad 
has taught me to not give up 
and keep on going, no mat-
ter what obstacle may be in 
your way.

So let’s hear what lessons 

your father has taught you. 
Enter our contest and send 
dad out for an 18-hole round 
of golf at Silver Lake Coun-
try Club with his friends 
and then treat him to pizza 
at Papa Joe’s in Orland 
Park, who is donating a gift 
certificate to the contest.

Entries can be emailed to 
me at heather@opprairie.
com The contest is open 
to sons and daughters, and 
entries can be in the form of 
a poem, essay or song. Writ-
ten entries must be no more 
than 300 words, and videos 
or songs have a time limit of 
one minute. 

The deadline to submit 
an essay is 5 p.m. Thursday, 
June 9. The winning essay 
will be published in the 
Thursday, June 16, edition 
of the paper.

heather warthen
editor

Orland Park resident Don Holt’s Memorial Day cartoon to 

honor those who have served.

Drawing Laughs by Don Holt

throughout the weekend,” 
he said. “What’s great is I’m 
seeing a lot of new faces.”

One of the new features 
of The Garage is a record-
ing studio.

“We’re raising funds to 
purchase equipment,” Rob 
said. “We will do free re-
cording workshops. Not 
everyone wants to perform. 
Some like to work behind 
the scenes.

“Where else can you go 
and learn that for free?”

In addition to the record-
ing studio, there are pool ta-
bles, booths and even vintage  
gas pumps emblazoned with 
The Bridge Teen Center 
logo.

New Lenox resident Tay-
lor Kross, who brought 
along a couple of friends, 
was excited to see the new 
addition put together by her 
former youth leader.

“It is awesome, and I’m 
so happy [Priscilla] finally 
did it,” Kross said. “I was 
so excited when she told me 
she was doing this.”

The Bridge Teen Center 
and The Garage are located 
at 15555 S. 71st Court in 
Orland Park.    

For more information, 
call (708) 532-0500 or visit 
www.thebridgeteencenter.
org.

“The Silent Assassin” for his 
perfect round.

Kutschke said the key to 
being a good shooter is tim-
ing, knowing the gun and 
working with choke tubes 
to widen or condense the 
spread of the shotgun pellets 
as needed. Most importantly, 
though, is the help of family 
and friends.

“You need people that 
support you,” he said.

Kutschke said he plans to 
continue shooting for a long 
time. He said he’d like to 
try a 10-gauge gun at some 
point. He also plans to com-
pete in future tournaments, 
including the Palos club’s 
Chicken Shoot, where he 
will go head to head with 
other competitors to take 
home the prize of a frozen 
chicken. Always looking to 
improve his skills, he said he 
also wants to challenge him-
self by standing further back 
from the targets.

BRIDGE
From Page 5

SHOOTS
From Page 18
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