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Need Help Placing an Ad in 
the Frankfort Station?

call Mike Brooking
at 708.326.9170 ext. 44

m.brooking@22ndcenturymedia.com

PAY AS YOU GO

Before traveling outside of the 
country, you must decide how you 
will pay for your expenses. 
Although cash is convenient, it 
poses a security risk, and you 
must find places to exchange it 
into local currency.  Traveler’s 
checks are replaceable if they are 
lost or stolen, however, they may 
not be accepted by all merchants. 
Debit cards are safer, but many 
foreign ATMs will not recognize 
a PIN with more than four digits. 
Prepaid travel cards can be used 
like debit and credit cards. 
Although they are convenient, 
fees for foreign currency transac-
tions can be high. Credit cards are 
convenient, but may also incur 
service fees. Before venturing 
forth, find out from your bank 
which options are best for you. 

Whether you travel across the 
country or overseas for a vacation, 
the last thing you want to worry 
about is how much cash to bring 
with you.  At TOWN CENTER 
BANK, we offer traveler’s checks as 
well as ATM cards and debit cards 
to give you convenient access to the 
money you need anyt ime, 
anywhere.  Are you consider-
ing remodeling your home?  Our 
home equity loans can help you 
update your kitchen and bath or 
expand your living space – all at a 
low interest rate.  Please call us at 
815-806-7016, or visit us at 515 
North LaGrange Road, Frankfort, 
to meet with a representative.  

HINT: Most travelers select a few 
different travel money options.

Staff RepoRt

Frankfort resident Jim Garrett, of 
CD&ME in Frankfort and president/
CEO of the Chicago Southland Con-
vention and Visitors Bureau was 
awarded the 2011 Bruce Riley McDan-
iel Award for Individual Professional-
ism and Lifetime Achievement by the 
Upper Midwest Convention & Visitors 
Bureau. Garrett received this award 
during the 2011 Fall Conference in 
Brookfield, Wisc. 

The McDaniel Award is given to a 
tourism industry professional that has 
demonstrated and made a significant 
leadership impact, and furthered the 
economic growth of the hospitality in-
dustry. The award was established in 
honor and memory of Bruce McDaniel, 
one of the founders of UMCVB.

“Receiving the Bruce McDaniel 
award is an incredible honor,” Garrett 
said, “the passion for driving tourism 
to the Chicago Southland has always 

pushed me to work just that much hard-
er during my career in destination man-
agement and marketing.” 

Garrett attributes the CVB’s success 
to the professional efforts of the Chi-
cago Southland CVB staff focusing on 
marketing and promoting the Chicago 
Southland as a premier meeting, con-
vention, event and leisure destination 
for visitors and meeting planners. 

“The exceptional effort on the part 
of the CVB staff positively impacts the 
Chicago Southland economy, and they 
continue to reach every day,” he said.

The Chicago Southland Convention 
& Visitors Bureau is the official desti-
nation marketing organization for Chi-
cago’s 61 south and southwest suburbs. 
The CVB markets the Southland region 
as a leisure, meetings and conventions, 
group tour and sports event destination. 

For more information, contact Scott 
Bort at (708) 895-8200 or email scott@
visitchicagosouthland.com.

Jim Garrett, president/CEO of the Chi-
cago Southland Convention & Visitors 
Bureau, stands with Cole Carley (left) 
President/CEO of Fargo-Moorhead 
Convention & Visitors Bureau after 
Garrett was awarded the 2011 Bruce 
Riley McDaniel Award for Individual 
Professionalism and Lifetime Achieve-
ment during the Upper Midwest Con-
vention & Visitors Bureau 2011 Fall 
Conference. PhOTO submiTTed

Frankfort resident wins 
lifetime achievement award

Staff RepoRt

The Afterschool Alli-
ance recently announced 
that Frankfort resident 
Priscilla Steinmetz, 
founder and executive 
director of The Bridge 
Teen Center in Orland 
Park, has been selected 
to serve as a 2011-2012 
Afterschool Ambassador.

She is one of just 20 local leaders 
from 17 states chosen for the honor this 
year. Each ambassador will continue 
directing or supporting a local after-
school program while also serving a 
one-year Afterschool Ambassador term 
organizing public events, communicat-
ing with policy makers, and building 
support for afterschool programs.

“Quality afterschool programs are 
invaluable to students, families and 
communities,” said Afterschool Alli-
ance Executive Director Jodi Grant. 
“These programs keep kids safe, help 

working families and inspire students 
to learn. But in Washington, D.C., and 
all across the country, the afterschool 
programs that families rely on are be-
ing threatened by budget cuts and ef-
forts to divert afterschool funds to other 
programs.

“We need to spread the word about 
the urgent need to make opportunities 
to attend afterschool programs avail-
able to all children who need them. Pris-
cilla will bring great skill and energy to 
that work in her role as an Afterschool 
Ambassador. I look forward to working 
with her to build even stronger support 
for afterschool programs among par-
ents, business and community leaders, 
lawmakers and others.”

Steinmetz said she is looking for-
ward to her new role.

“I am delighted to have this chance 
to help increase support for afterschool 
programs, which give students oppor-
tunities to explore their interests and 
give parents the security that comes 
with knowing that their children are 

safe and supervised, with engaging, ed-
ucational activities after the school day 
ends,” Steinmetz said. “Afterschool 
programs are critical to students’ suc-
cess in school, to families trying to sur-
viving in this recession, and to Ameri-
ca’s workforce in the future. We need to 
strengthen the afterschool programs we 
have and ensure that there is a program 
for every child who needs one.”

The Bridge Teen Center is an inno-
vative nonprofit teen community center 
that exclusively targets students in sev-
enth through 12th grade. Programs at 
The Bridge are offered free of charge, 
and are designed to help students de-
velop mentally, physically, spiritually, 
and emotionally in a safe environment. 
The Bridge Teen Center opened in June 
2010, and since then, more than 6,000 
hours of free programming have been 
provided to 700 different teenagers 
who represent more than 30 different 
local school districts.
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